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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The examiner cannot discern the intended claim limitations of claim 7. More specifically 
the examiner is confused over the usage of the word index in the "index section." The 
indexes on analog clocks refer to the markings that indicate the hours and/or minutes. 
This is inconsistent with the usage of the word in claim 7, which recites controlling the 
index section. Applicant is requested to clarify the intended meaning. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 5/7/2004 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because the provided explanations of 
the patents are not adequate to explain the relevance of the publications (for which no 
English translation was received.) It has been placed in the application file, but the 
information referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is 
advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of information contained in this 
information disclosure statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the 
date of submission for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements based 
on the time of filing the statement, including all certification requirements for statements 
under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Applicant is encouraged to submit a translation of the documents. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-2, 9, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Okuyama (US 5262763.) 

5. With respect to claim 1 Okuyama discloses a portable information device, 
comprising: a flip-type casing (figure 4) having opened and closed positions; an internal 
display (1 1 figure 5 or 5 figure 3) section positioned in an internal portion of the casing 
that is hidden when the casing is in the closed position, said internal display section 
being configured and arranged to display time (5 figure 15b) when the casing is in the 
opened position; and an analog clock (2 figure 15a) with an index section positioned in 
an external portion of the casing to display time that is synchronized with the time 
displayed in said internal display section. 

6. With respect to claim 2 Okuyama discloses the portable information device as 
recited in claim 1 wherein said analog clock includes a circuit board that is electrically 
connected to a circuit board of the portable information device (20, 23, 24, 27, 33, and 
35 figure 6.) 
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7. With respect to claim 9 Okuyama discloses the portable information device as 
recited in claim 1 , further comprising an integrated circuit (figure 6) configured and 
arranged to control displaying of the time in said internal display section and in said 
analog clock. 

8. With respect to claim 13 Okuyama discloses a portable information device, 
comprising: a flip-type casing having opened and closed positions: an internal display (5 
and 1 1 figure 6) section positioned in an internal portion of the casing that is hidden 
when the casing is in the closed position, said internal display section being configured 
and arranged to display time when the casing is in the opened position; an analog clock 
(25 and 26 figure 6 and 2 figure 1) with an index section positioned in an external 
portion of the casing; and an integrated circuit (figure 6) configured and arranged to 
control displaying of the time in said internal display section and in said analog clock, 
said analog clock being configured and arranged to be driven according to output 
signals from said integrated circuit that counts the time displayed in said internal display 
section (21-27 figure 6.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Okuyama and Sekiya 

10. Claims 3-6 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okuyama (US 5262763) in view of Sekiya (US 4246602.) 

1 1 . With respect to claim 3 Okuyama discloses the portable information device as 
recited in claim 1 . 

Okuyama does not disclose wherein the device further comprising a time adjusting 
section configured and arranged to adjust the time displayed in said internal display 
section and the time displayed by said analog clock in an interdependent manner. 
Sekiya (US 4246602) teaches an electronic timepiece with a digital display and an 
analog display that comprises a time adjusting section configured and arranged to 
adjust the time displayed in said internal display section and the time displayed by said 
analog clock in an interdependent manner. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
provide Okuyama's invention with Sekiya's time adjusting section. 
The suggestion or motivation would be to allow the displayed time in Okuyama's 
invention to be adjusted. 

12. With respect to claim 4 Okuyama discloses the portable information device as 
recited in claim 1 . 

Okuyama does not disclose wherein the device comprises a, time adjusting 
section configured and arranged to adjust the time displayed in said internal display 
section and the time displayed by said analog clock independently. 
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Sekiya teaches allowing the time to be corrected independently for the purposes 
of setting time zone differences (column 2 line 65 through column 3 line 3.) 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
provide Okuyama's invention with Sekiya's time adjusting section. 

The suggestion or motivation would be to allow the displayed time in Okuyama's 
invention to be adjusted independently so as to display times in more than one time 
zone. 

13. With respect to claim 5 Okuyama and Sekiya teach the portable information 
device as recited in claim 3, wherein said time adjusting section is configured and 
arranged to adjust the time displayed by said analog clock when the time displayed in 
said internal display section is adjusted. (Column 1 lines 40-46, Sekiya.) 

14. With respect to claim 6 Okuyama and Sekiya teach the portable information 
device as recited in claim 3, further comprising an operation section (29 or 30 figure 6) 
configured and arranged to input an operation signal upon a user operating said 
operation section, said time adjusting section being further configured and arranged to 
adjust the time displayed in said internal display section in response to the operation 
signal input from the operation section. (Okuyama's invention is controlled by the 
operation of buttons, for instance 29 and 30 figure 6. The time adjustment section 
provided by Sekiya is intended to operate by user control. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have combined the two inventions such that the user operation section in 
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Okuyama would control said time adjustment section. The reason to do so would be to 
provide a means of control for said time adjustment section.) 

15. With respect to claim 14 Okuyama discloses the portable information device as 
recited in claim 13. 

Okuyama does not disclose a time adjusting section configured and arranged to 
adjust the time displayed in said internal display section and the time displayed by said 
analog clock in an interdependent manner. 

Sekiya (US 4246602) teaches an electronic timepiece with a digital display and 
an analog display that comprises a time adjusting section configured and arranged to 
adjust the time displayed in said internal display section and the time displayed by said 
analog clock in an interdependent manner. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
provide Okuyama's invention with Sekiya's time adjusting section. 

The suggestion or motivation would be to allow the displayed time in Okuyama's 
invention to be adjusted. 

16. With respect to claim 15 Okuyama and Sekiya teach the portable information 
device as recited in claim 13, further comprising a time adjusting section configured and 
arranged to adjust the time displayed in said internal display section and the time 
displayed by said analog clock independently. (The analog clock has a separate 
mechanical correction means 30 figure 3 for adjusting the analog time without adjusting 
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the digital time. Additionally, Sekiya discusses allowing the two times to be adjusted 
separately for the purposes of indicating dual time zones, column 2 line 65 through 
column 3 line 3. 

17. With respect to claim 16 Okuyama and Sekiya teach the portable information 
device as recited in claim 13, further comprising an operation section configured and 
arranged to input an operation signal upon a user operating said operation section, said 
time adjusting section being further configured and arranged to adjust the time 
displayed in said internal display section in response to the operation signal input from 
the operation section (28 figure 3 and 30 figure 3 in Sekiya are controlled by user input.) 

Okuyama, Sekiya, and Okeya 

18. Claims 7-8 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okuyama (US 5262763) and Sekiya (US 4246602) in further view of Okeya (US 
20040037172.) 

19. With respect to claim 7 Okuyama and Sekiya teach the portable information 
device as recited in claim 3. 

Okuyama does not disclose wherein said time adjusting section is further 
configured and arranged to control said index section of said analog clock such that 
said index section of said analog clock is moved to an initial position before said index 
section of said analog clock is moved to display an adjusted time. 
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Okeya teaches a time adjustment method wherein the clock hands are moved to 
an initial position before being moved to an adjusted time. Paragraph 12 page 2, 
discusses wherein the hands are forwarded around the dial once (past an initial 
position, i.e. 12:00) to a corrected time. After this a measurement of the elapsed time 
(during time correction is performed) and another adjustment is performed. Given this 
explanation of the method, either the "master position" or an arbitrary initial position i.e. 
12:00 would constitute the "initial position" as recited in the claim limitation. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
correct Okuyama's time according to Okeya's correction method. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so is to take into account the amount of 
time spent correcting the time, thus reducing error. 

20. With respect to claim 8 Okuyama and Sekiya teach the portable information 
device as recited in claim 7, further comprising a displacement correcting section 
configured and arranged to correct a displacement between said index section and said 
initial position when said index section is displaced from said initial position after said 
time adjusting section controls said index section to move said index section to said 
initial position. (Okeya page 2 column 12 and see the discussion in the rejection to claim 
7. As it pertains to claim 8 the "initial position" of the claim language corresponds to the 
"master position" of the discussion in Okeya.) 
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21 . With respect to claim 17 Okuyama and Sekiya teach the portable information 
device as recited in claim 13, wherein said time adjusting section is further configured 
and arranged to control said index section of said analog clock such that said index 
section of said analog clock is moved to an initial position before said index section of 
said analog clock is moved to display an adjusted time (Please see 103 rejection to 
claim 7 above.) 

Okuyama, Sekiya, and Richardson 

22. Claims 10 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Okuyama (US 5262763) and Sekiya (US 4246602) in further view of Richardson 
(US 20030063525.) 

23. With respect to claim 10 Okuyama and Sekiya teach the portable information 
device as recited in claim 9, further comprising an index driving section (21-27 figure 6) 
configured and arranged to drive the index section of said analog clock according to 
output signals from the integrated circuit. 

Okuyama does not teach said time adjusting section further including a detecting 
section configured and arranged to detect current position of said index section, an 
index driving control section configured and arranged to control said index driving 
section to move said index section from said current position based on the result 
detected by said detecting section so that said index section displays an adjusted time. 



Application/Control Number: 10/734,588 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2841 

Richardson teaches a detecting section Q3 and Q4 figure 1 for determining the 
position of the hands and providing that information for the purposes of correcting time, 
i.e. after a power outage. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use a 
detecting section as taught by Richardson in Okuyama and Sekiya's invention. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to allow the system to 
determine the position of the hands after a power outage so that they can be adjusted 
appropriately. 

24. With respect to claim 18 Okuyama and Sekiya teach the portable information 
device as recited in claim 13, further comprising an index driving section configured and 
arranged to move the index section of said analog clock according to output signals 
from the integrated circuit (22-27 figure 6) 

Okuyama does not disclose said time adjusting section further including a detecting 
section configured and arranged to detect current position of said index section, an 
index driving control section configured and arranged to control said index driving 
section to move said index section from said current position based on the result 
detected by said detecting section so that said index section displays an adjusted time. 
Richardson teaches a detecting section Q3 and Q4 figure 1 for determining the position 
of the hands and providing that information for the purposes of correcting time, i.e. after 
a power outage. 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use a 
detecting section as taught by Richardson in Okuyama and Sekiya's invention. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to allow the system to 
determine the position of the hands after a power outage so that they can be adjusted 
appropriately. 

Okuyama, Sekiya, Richardson, and Okeya 

25. Claims 11-12 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Okuyama (US 5262763), Sekiya (US 4246602) and Richardson (US 
20030063525) in further view of Okeya (US 20040037172.) 

26. With respect to claim 1 1 Okuyama, Sekiya, and Richardson teach the portable 
information device as recited in claim 10, wherein said index section includes a plurality 
of hands figure 1. 

Okuyama does not teach wherein said index driving section is configured and 
arranged to move each of said hands of said index section independently. 
Moving each of said hands independently is notoriously well known in the art as is 
evidenced by Okeya. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
control the different arms independently. 

The suggestion or motivation would be to allow the time to be set more easily, to 
reduce the number of gears needed and thus simplify the internal structure, and/or to 
allow the hands to be used to measure different amounts of time (i.e. the hour hand 
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measure absolute time while the minute hand measures an interval of time such as a 
race.) 

27. With respect to claim 12 Okuyama, Sekiya, Richardson, and Okeya teach the 
portable information device as recited in claim 10, wherein said index section includes 
at least a second hand and an additional hand, said index driving section is configured 
and arranged to include a first driving section configured and arranged to move said 
second hand and a second driving section configured and arranged to move said 
additional hand independently from said second hand. (71 and 72 figure 1 of Okeya.) 
Okuyama does not teach a seconds hand. 

Okeya teaches a seconds hand. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 

provide a seconds hand in Okuyama's invention as taught by Okeya. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to measure time in units of seconds. 

28. With respect to claim 19 Okuyama, Sekiya, and Richardson teach the portable 
information device as recited in claim 18, wherein said index section includes a plurality 
of hands (figure 1 of Okuyama.) 

Okuyama does not disclose said index driving section is configured and arranged to 
move each of said hands of said index section independently. 
Moving each of said hands independently is notoriously well known in the art as is 
evidenced by Okeya. 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to control 
the different arms independently. 

The suggestion or motivation would be to allow the time to be set more easily, to reduce 
the number of gears needed and thus simplify the internal structure, and/or to allow the 
hands to be used to measure different amounts of time (i.e. the hour hand measure 
absolute time while the minute hand measures an interval of time such as a race.) 

29. With respect to claim 20 Okuyama, Sekiya, Richardson, and Okeya teach the 
portable information device as recited in claim 18, wherein said index section includes 
at least a second hand and an additional hand, said index driving section is configured 
and arranged to include a first driving section configured and arranged to move said 
second hand and a second driving section configured and arranged to move said 
additional hand independently from said second hand (71 and 72 figure 1 of Okeya.) 
Okuyama does not teach a seconds hand. 
Okeya teaches a seconds hand. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 

provide a seconds hand in Okuyama's invention as taught by Okeya. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to measure time in units of seconds. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Kayes whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8931. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kammie Cuneo can be reached on (571) 272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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